
“Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!” Psalm 133:1

As you may have noticed recently, we’re growing! It is so exciting to welcome guests into our fellowship at Wellspring Church! We give 
God the glory and the praise for the way He is providing for us. 

We recognize that God is growing us for His purpose, and we believe God is leading us now to take a leap of faith by adding a second 
service time in order to accommodate our numerical growth and also facilitate true spiritual growth and unity in the body. This also 
allows time for additional training and opportunities to serve. 

This decision is the result of nearly a year of discussion, planning, and most importantly knocking on God’s door in prayer for guidance, 
wisdom and His ability to help us climb the mountain that stood in the way to hosting two services. We repeatedly asked God, wrestled 
with God and called upon God to, if it was His will, knock down any barriers and make it clear that it was His handiwork. We now trust 
Him with the next steps. Please pray as we navigate this transition. God has led us with sovereignty and grace. We invite you to come 
along with us on this great adventure.

WHAT ARE GOD’S FINGERPRINTS IN THIS DECISION?
1. He has grown us to capacity in our sanctuary. 

We have simply reached our limit on the number of chairs that can be in the room on a Sunday morning. While there may be a few 
empty seats in our auditorium (on a given Sunday, about 750  of our nearly 800 seats are taken), the reality is that any space is 
perceived as “full” once that space is at 80% capacity. Wellspring’s sanctuary is well beyond that at this point.

2. He has stretched our children’s ministry! 
If you take a look around, you can see that children are everywhere and we love it! If you have kids in the nursery, downstairs or 
upstairs, you can see when you pick them up that they are coming out of a full classroom. This is exciting, and God has blessed us 
with an awesome responsibility to reach future generations! A second service immediately increases the space in the room, and 
allows our wonderful volunteer teachers to establish a better one-on-one time with our children as they teach them the word of 
God.

The recent influx of additional children’s volunteers is an answer to prayer, and is the main mountain we asked God to move to 
clear the way for a second service.

3. He is providing an opportunity for our volunteers and teachers to attend worship weekly. 
We are incredibly grateful to those who step up and teach, run safety, produce our media and volunteer in other ways on a Sunday 
morning. However, there are many who do so each week. A second service allows these volunteers to be able to attend a Sunday 
morning worship service every Sunday, instead of sacrificing their own worship time with the congregation 2 or 3 times per month. 

4. He continues to provide additional numerical growth. 
With crowding relieved, there is great freedom to invite friends and acquaintances to join with us on Sunday mornings. 
Additionally, visitors who would otherwise be uncomfortable with a crowded sanctuary will be willing to stay and try Wellspring 
as a potential home church. Those whose schedule or preference doesn’t allow for attending our present 10 am service will now 
have an opportunity to choose from two service times. Membership growth, while not the definition of a successful church, is a 
good thing. New faces do not have to crowd anyone out. New members add resources and gifts that quite often strengthen a church 
congregation.

5. He has given us the desire to encourage greater community as part of our core values. 
With 800 people in the room on a given Sunday, it’s not as easy to get to know the people in your row. A smaller group encourages 
greater familiarity and interaction with those you see every week. While unity in the church also occurs with small groups, Bible 
studies and other gatherings, this will give you a chance to visit with, encourage and welcome your neighbors in a more 
comfortable setting.

WHAT WILL BE THE SERVICE TIMES?
The first service will be at 9:00 am and a second one at 11:00 am.

WHEN WILL THE NEW SCHEDULE BEGIN?
We will officially launch our two-service schedule on January 15, 2017. However, on a separate note, we will be hosting two 
services on Christmas Day, as Christmas happens to fall on Sunday this year. We will have single services at 10:00 am on 
January 1 and January 8.

WILL THE SERVICES BE DIFFERENT?
Both of the services will have the same sermon and the same worship set. We believe God provides a particular message to our 
pastoral staff each week, and we plan the worship around that message.

WON’T ATTENDANCE DROP OFF?
Creating two services from one will reduce the crowding in each service. We project continued growth based on God’s 
provision as well as continued growth in our ability to reach people with the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ! We will 
adjust the layout in the sanctuary to meet the numbers attending.

WILL THIS CREATE TWO CHURCHES IN ONE BUILDING?
While we may be worshiping at different times from some of our brothers and sisters, we will maintain unity and contact 
through small groups, church events, service opportunities inside and outside the church and more. As individuals, we 
encourage you to fellowship with, mentor and support each other the other six days of the week. That is our mission! 

The central focus, mission and core values of Wellspring Church will remain the same. While we may need to adjust some 
details on Sunday morning, we have no plans to make drastic changes to other programs at Wellspring Church not occurring 
on Sunday morning. We currently do not see a need to hire additional staff to accommodate a second service.

WHAT ABOUT A BUILDING ADDITION?
Our leadership has explored numerous options in building reconfiguration and additions. Since we desire to be good stewards 
of the budget God has provided and want to avoid borrowing money, it has been determined that in this season of our history, 
it is wisest to simply add a second service.

IS THIS PERMANENT?
While we are constantly and intently praying for God’s leading and guidance, we expect that this will be long term.

HOW CAN I HELP?
1. Keep praying

As stated previously, we believe in the power of prayer. God has shown Himself entirely worthy of our trust in Him as he 
continues to carry our church as we earnestly seek His will. The best thing is to pray through this transition.
 

2. Keep volunteering
In order to maintain each of our ministries at an effective level, we will continue to need volunteers for our hospitality team, 
the nursery, children’s ministry, ushering, safety and more. If you feel God tugging at your heart to take that step and help out, 
please contact us! If you sense God’s leading to take a season off from serving, please feel free to do so.

3. Keep welcoming
Wellspring Church is consistently recognized through visitor feedback as being a friendly and welcoming church. So the 
encouragement here is to keep on doing what you’re doing! A friendly face, a smile and an open seat are simple ways we can 
follow God’s leading on being a church marked by hospitality.

I HAVE MORE QUESTIONS!
Please feel free to call the office at 616.662.8955 or email us at church@wellspringcc.org for any additional information. 
We’d love to hear from you.
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